Going Green

Dreaming
Responsibly

A couple’s custom — designed home
co-exists with the environment.
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ike many couples, Darren and Tina Nazareno
put a lot of thought into the amenities they
wanted to include when they decided to build their
“dream home.” Initially, creating an environmentally
friendly dwelling wasn’t high on the list.

“We didn’t know much about the green build pro-
cess,” said Darren Nazareno. “It was our builder, Sisi Pack-
ard that suggested we review options available to us.”

“I knew Darren and Tina were interested in some
energy-efficient options,” said Sisi Packard, owner
and general contractor for Packard Construction Inc.
“Since I have a strong interest in environmentally
conscious building, I asked them to take a look at the
requirements for the FGBC, Florida Green Building
Coalition, green home program and see if it was some-
thing they would be interested in.”

The Florida Green Building Coalition program
works on a point system. The builder must meet guide-
lines to earn a required number of points from vari-
ous categories, including energy and water efficiency,
indoor air quality, disaster mitigation, and others.

“When Sisi explained the program to us, we real-
ized that we could get the look and the luxuries that
we always wanted in our dream home and yet make
it more environmentally friendly at the same time,”

Nazareno said. Once we understood that the program

From the cover, builder Sisi Packard of Packard Construction Inc.’s
Florida Green Building Coalition certified model home. An elegant oak
overlooks a landscape designed with native and drought tolerant plants.
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The floor-to-ceiling wall of windows in the great room
area earns points as a good source of passive solar
day lighting. The home’s northern exposure allows

sunlight to enter the home without excessive heat gain.

provided so many options, we realized that it didn’t
make any sense NOT to do it.”

At the onset of the project, Packard enlisted the
aid of Geri Boyes, an employee of Florida City Gas
who is a certifying agent for the FGBC program. Pack-
ard attributes the success of the project to the entire
team — which included Packard, her team of sub-con-
tractors, Boyes and the Nazarenos — who all “did their
homework” to help select the most environmentally
friendly options for the custom home which they built
on a one acre wooded lot in the Oak Hammock subdi-
vision of Melbourne.

To the untrained eye, most of the home’s green
elements would go unnoticed. The home, which is
3,200 square feet under air, includes an in-ground

swimming pool, granite countertops, hickory floor-
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